YOU DON’T kNOw JACK
(DAY 3)

HR 5749 Emergency Extended Unemployment Compensation Act of 2008
This Bill was up for vote June 12, 2008
Congressman Kingston voted NO

          In a Sam Peckinpah film, it’s not always easy to tell who the good guy is. There are seldom the white hats, and white horse, the parade down Main Street. They end with a lingering horizon, the last red moments of sun, wavering as it calls it a day. Much like Eliot who proclaimed that it ends with a ‘whimper not a bang’, acts and bills that directly impact the lives of an individual, are literally the measure between sustenance and hunger, often times fade away unnoticed, leaving a wake that is merely a ripple. It is the classic struggle between values and ideals; between the morally correct and the ideological expedient. It is the difference between supply-side, trickle down, horse and oats economics and greed. It is the Yin and Yang of American Politics. It is what separates ‘We the people’ from ‘them the people’ it literally puts the US in United States. It is a hand that welcomes, not slaps, and it is at the very core of what human decency is about. 
        When a person is unemployed, that is, for the most part, who they are. Almost every conversation begins with ‘What do you do?’ when the answer is; looking for work, unemployed, laid-off, the definition of that person is rewritten and the view is changed. That is the burden. That is who they have become. It is not a stature of choice, but an image of uncertainty, and that is the burden. And that, should be enough. 
        When we as Country support an individual in their hour of need, we should feel proud, not put-out, we should revel in the fact that as a Country the line between right and wrong is clearly drawn, it is a ‘don’t need to think twice’ moment. We should never flinch at times such as these. We should act.

       The money ‘we the people’ extend to those in need is money that comes back. It has been shown that for every dollar spent in helping those in a tight spot a $1.67 in revenue is generated. When a person can stay in their house, buy groceries, pay for gas, while looking for employ, their life goes on. Being able to purchase the necessities of life, also keeps the people who provide those necessities employed, allowing them to purchase the necessities, which in turn…and on and on and on. 
        The Eliot quote comes from ‘The Waste Land’ which appropriately begins ‘April is the cruelest month.’ 
       Below are the details of the Bill:






- Allows individuals who have no rights to federal or state regular unemployment compensation, or who have exhausted their rights to federal or state regular compensation, to receive emergency unemployment compensation for an additional 13 weeks (Sec. 2). 

- Establishes the weekly benefit amount of emergency unemployment compensation as equal to the amount of regular unemployment compensation during the regular benefit year (Sec. 2). 

- States that the total emergency benefits received will be equal to the lesser of either 50 percent of the total amount of regular compensation or 13 times the average weekly regular compensation (Sec. 3). 

- Provides that emergency unemployment compensation shall last an additional 13 weeks, for a total of 26 weeks, for states that are in an extended benefit period, as defined by high unemployment rates (Sec. 3). 

- States that the federal government shall pay 100 percent of the costs of emergency unemployment to states from the general fund (Sec. 4).

- Punishes individuals who receive emergency unemployment compensation under false pretenses with a fine or up to 5 years in prison (Sec. 6).
       The Bill passed 274-137 Roll number 412.
‘I will show you fear in a handful of dust’ T.S. Eliot…The Waste Land

