YOU DON’T kNOw JACK

  (DAY 9)


                                           HR 2768 S-MINER Act


                              This Bill was up for vote January 16, 2009 


                                    Congressman Kingston did not vote
          I wanted to be topical and timely today. I vacillated between nuclear proliferation and Mine Safety. It’s almost too depressing to think about. How often does ideology get in the way of doing the right thing, and at what point do you stop answering to party leadership and start answering to those that vote. Jack we are talking about human beings here, we are talking about literally life and death. Working underground is a dangerous occupation and the worker’s are aware of that each and every day, each and every moment, as are their families. There is no escaping that risk, that danger, that overhanging realization that every time you go down into that hole, just may be the last time. We cannot eliminate that risk, it will always be there, but; we can pass laws that minimize it, and put the responsibility of minimum safety standards where they belong in the hands of the owners and operators. We can and should make the penalties for ignoring safety, greater, much greater then the profit realized at the cost of human life for ignoring them. 
        Sometimes the difference between right and wrong is hard to see. Sometimes the truth sneaks up like a leprechaun in Hush-puppies, other times it’s a bitch slap. Jack this was a bitch slap. 

       I understand that you did not vote on this, why? Is this an issue that does not concern you? How can you show up for every vote that tells a woman she is limited in the choices she makes regarding her body, but not show up for votes that concern the safety of an American worker, his family, perhaps his unborn child? How can you ignore that? 
               The Ratings:

                     AFL-CIO…………………………………0%

         Service Employees Union………………..0%


         Workplace Fairness………………………0%

The Bill:

     
Vote to pass a bill that increases the number and scope of safety regulations for mining operations.

-Requires coal mines to use an electronic tracking system that will show the locations of people underground (Sec. 4).

-Requires miners to wear coal dust monitors and prohibits miners from being forced to work in air where the coal dust concentration exceeds 1.00 milligrams per cubic meter of air averaged over ten hours (Sec. 7).

-Provides that the Secretary of Labor may fine mine operators $50,000 to $250,000 for a pattern of safety violations in addition to any other authorized penalties (Sec. 5).

-States that the Mine Safety and Health Administration will have a full-time employee that will serve as liaison to families of miners trapped, injured, or killed in a mining accident (Sec. 6).

-Creates a Miner Ombudsman office to receive reports of safety concerns and review the responses of the Secretary of Labor for such reports (Sec. 5).

-Requires an independent investigation whenever a mining accident is responsible for multiple serious injuries, deaths, or entrapments (Sec. 6).

-Bans "belt air" ventilation systems (Sec. 4).

-Adds regulations to pillar extraction plans, otherwise known as "retreat mining," including requiring mine operators to submit these plans to a designated representative of the miners for comment and then submitting the plans and comments to the Secretary of Labor (Sec. 4).

-Permits the Secretary of Labor to shut down mines that do not pay fines or are in a pattern of violating safety regulations (Sec. 5).

-Allows the Secretary of Labor to establish a program to test miners for substance abuse and provide rehabilitation (Sec. 8).

-Increases regulation of seals used to protect miners from gases and explosions (Sec. 4).

-Requires conveyor belts to conform to the most recent recommendations of the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health to minimize smoke and flammability (Sec. 4).

-States that if the Mine Safety and Health Administration is involved in a rescue operation, the mine operator must follow the administration's requests (Sec. 6).

                                 The Bill passed (214-199) Roll number 10

 
