                           YOU DON’T  kNOw JACK

                                              (Day 27) HR 6049 Environmental Issue

                                    This Bill was up for vote May 21st. 2008

                             Congressman Kingston voted NO



        THINK, BABY, THINK!!!


Hey here’s an idea, let’s try to develop other sources of energy. Let’s actually become self-sufficient. Let’s at least strive for that, move in that direction. Let’s stop saying mindless mantratic statements like ‘Drill, Baby, Drill.’ And start saying and doing things like ‘Think, Baby, Think.’ If even for a moment we could elevate the public discourse to something beyond a sound bite, beyond that which fits conveniently on a bumper sticker and openly discuss, debate and decide on a course of action that leads us towards an achievable goal of producing our own energy needs, we as well as the world would be a greener, (environmentally as well as economically), and safer place, (stop the convoluted money for oil for weapons program we now practice). It would be nice if the destiny of this Country was actually in our hands, this is not the case when sizeable hunks of our GNP go to buying oil from Countries that don’t like us. You want to stop terrorist, stop giving them money. Say No to that Jack. Say no to Iraq. Say no to Saudi Arabia. Say no to Iran. Say no to those that want to hurt us and yes to those that want to help us. Yet for a reason as twisted as a pretzel on Prozac, you continue to help those that want to harm, and hurt those that want to help. I have to believe, I want to believe that that is not your intention, but it is clearly your action, and that’s unfortunate, unproductive, and unsustainable. The future is in advancement and technology, not in the sands of Countries far away, or ocean floors deep below. You might say, ‘The answer is blowin in the wind.’ Thank you, Bob.


We can not become self-sufficient over night, to think so is as irresponsible and naive as thinking you can drill more holes in a can of soda and extract more then 12 ounces, it does not matter how many holes you drill baby, there is only so much in there. A comprehensive plan, that includes: some drilling, some nuclear, some wind, solar, biomass, geothermal, and conservation. Conservation is something we can do now, this minute, and it can make a huge difference, nothing major: turn off a light, switch to efficient bulbs, weatherproof, and maybe use a small car for errands and save the guzzler for times when it is needed rather then desired. These are not changes that diminish the quality of life but infact protect the quality of life. 


It is too convenient and perhaps too perverse to mention the recent spill. If the effects and after-effects of what happened in the Gulf need to be explained you simply don’t get it and chances are you never will.


This bill provides tax credits, (something you are usually all for) that help research alternative sources of energy. This bill is not the end all of new sources but it is a start, and Jack right from the start you said no.


The ratings:


League of Conservation Voters……………………………………..0%


Environment America……………………………………………….0%


Defenders of Wildlife Action Fund………………………………….0%


Republicans of Environmental Protection……………………………4%


American Lands Alliance…………………………………………….0%


American Wilderness Coalition……………………………………...0%


National Parks Conservation Association…………………………….0%


Sierra Club…………………………………………………………….0%



The Bill:





-Extends the renewable energy tax credit by one year for new wind facilities (Sec. 101).

-Extends the renewable energy tax credit by 3 years for new qualified closed-loop or open-loop biomass facilities, geothermal or solar energy facilities, small irrigation power facilities, landfill gas facilities, trash combustion facilities, and qualified hydropower facilities (Sec. 101). 

-Designates marine and hydrokinetic renewable energy as being qualified energy resources eligible for the renewable energy tax credit (Sec. 102).

-Extends for 6 years the 30 percent energy tax credit for qualified fuel cell property and solar energy property and the 10 percent credit for microturbine property (Sec. 103).

-Extends the tax credit for certain new residential "energy efficient" property for 6 years and raises the total tax credit for new solar electric property from $2,000 to $4,000 (Sec. 104).

-Extends the research tax credit, restaurant property depreciation tax credits, and optional state sales tax deductions for one year (Sec. 221, 225, 201).

-Extends tax credits for biodiesel and renewable diesel used as fuel for one year, and raises the biodiesel credits and biodiesel mixture credits from 50 cents per gallon to $1 per gallon (Sec. 122).

-Provides an additional standard deduction for real property taxes for non-itemizers of up to $350 or $700 for a joint return (Sec. 301). 

-Increases the child tax credit for low-income parents (Sec. 302).

-Delays tax code provisions that would allow companies to allocate interest on a worldwide basis for 10 years (Sec. 402).

-Mandates that compensation deferred under a nonqualified deferred compensation plan of a foreign corporation shall be includible in gross income in the absence of a substantial risk of forfeiture of rights to such compensation (Sec. 401).


The bill passed (263-160) Roll number 344.
